
COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR 
ALLERDALE

Meeting date: 5h June 2018

From: Executive Director – People

PROPOSED AMALGAMATION OF MARYPORT INFANT 
SCHOOL AND MARYPORT CE JUNIOR SCHOOL

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 This report provides background on the current formal consultation 
being undertaken by the county council on the proposed amalgamation 
of Maryport Infant School and Maryport CE Junior School. The 
consultation document is attached as Appendix A.

1.2 The consultation has been undertaken at the request of the governing 
bodies of the two schools and with the support of the Carlisle CE 
Diocese.

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

2.1 This will be supportive of the Council Plan vision of ‘A Council that 
works with residents, businesses, communities and other 
organisations to deliver the best services possible within the available 
resources’, by allowing children the opportunity to access a broad, 
high quality education in a sustainable setting.

2.2 An Equality Impact Assessment (EIA) (attached as Appendix B) was 
completed prior to the consultation being undertaken. This is a 
dynamic document which will be updated during the consultation 
process as issues arise. The EIA is available on the county council 
website.

3.0 RECOMMENDATION

3.1 That the Local Committee notes the contents of the report and makes a 
response as members feel appropriate.

3.2 Note that the Cabinet will consider feedback from the consultation, 
including any response made by the Local Committee, before deciding 
on next steps.



4.0 BACKGROUND

4.1 The governing bodies of Maryport Infant and Maryport Junior schools 
approached Cumbria County Council to carry out a public consultation into 
the proposed amalgamation of the two schools to form an all-through 
primary school. 

4.2 The governing bodies believe that a single school will provide a more stable 
base to cope with fluctuations in pupil numbers and funding.

4.3 Both the schools currently occupy two ends of the same building on a single 
site in the town of Maryport, and would continue to do so as an all-through 
primary.

4.4 Under the proposal the existing two headteachers and two governing bodies 
would be replaced by a single headteacher and governing body.

4.5 Currently parents of pupils need to apply for a place on transfer from the 
infant to the junior school. Amalgamation would remove this need and 
guarantee a place in the school until it was time to move to secondary 
school. 

4.6 Both schools are currently rated as ‘Good’ by Ofsted.

4.7 Whilst parents in Maryport have the option of a CE junior education, there is 
currently no such option at the infant stage. This would be provided through 
amalgamating the two schools to form a new CE primary school. Other 
schools in Maryport already include Roman Catholic and Community primary 
schools.

4.8 Should the proposal be approved Maryport Infant School will be 
discontinued on 31 August 2019 and the age range at Maryport CE Junior 
School will be extended to cover the primary phase on 1 September 2019.  
Whilst the county council has no statutory powers to bring about this change 
in a CE school, the governors will decide whether to publish their own 
proposal in line with the wider proposals.

4.9 The proposed new school would be Voluntary Controlled, meaning that 
decisions on admissions would still be taken by Cumbria County Council and 
staff would continue to be employed by the council.

4.10 The new school would continue to admit the same number of children that 
the current schools do (45 children per year).

5.0 OPTIONS

5.1 Members have the option to make a consultation response to the Cabinet if 
they so wish. 



6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS

6.1 There are no direct resource or value for money implications arising from 
recommendations in section 3 of this report.

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1 One of the non-executive functions of Local Committees is to engage in the 
review, development and redesign of neighbourhood services in their areas, 
and make recommendations to Council, Cabinet or Scrutiny Boards as 
appropriate (2.5(f) Constitution). 

7.2 Members of the Local Committee may therefore engage in the consultation 
on the proposals in respect of Maryport Infants and Junior Schools and may 
make such recommendations as is felt appropriate in response to the 
consultation for the consideration of Cabinet. 

8.0 CONCLUSION

8.1 This paper provides background on the formal consultation that is being 
undertaken by the county council on the potential amalgamation of Maryport 
Infant School and Maryport CE Junior School.  These changes are aimed at 
best meeting expected future levels of demand for places, and the 
educational needs of children.  The potential changes seek to make the best 
use of resources.

8.2 Any change to a school has the potential to impact on the quality of 
education on offer, and it is important that the Cabinet is able to take 
account of local views before deciding whether to proceed.  The Allerdale 
Local Committee is invited to take part in the consultation process, and its 
views will be considered by the Cabinet and the school governors before 
they decide on the next steps.

John Macilwraith 
Executive Director - People

Monday 4 April 2018

APPENDICES

Appendix A – Consultation Document
Appendix B – Equality Impact Assessment (EIA)

Electoral Division(s): Maryport North and South



Executive Decision No*

Key Decision Yes*

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan? No*

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency? No*

N/A*If exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained?

No*Has this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny?
If so, give details below.

Yes*Has an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken?

Yes*Has an equality impact assessment been undertaken?

N.B. If an executive decision is made, then a decision cannot be implemented until the 
expiry of the eighth working day after the date of the meeting – unless the decision is 
urgent and exempt from call-in and necessary approvals have been obtained.

PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS
[including Local Committees]

No previous relevant decisions.

CONSIDERATION BY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY

Not considered by Overview and Scrutiny.

BACKGROUND PAPERS

No background papers.
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